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[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Part 1: Assessment Considerations Chart
	Component of Communication
	Definition and
Example of Importance
	Standardized Assessments
	Non-Standardized Assessments

	Joint Attention
	This assessment is focused on the child in. the early stages of life. It is concerned with the child's ability to respond to interactions and motors leading up.to development of language.
	The Early Social Communication Scale tool is used.
The use of this scale applies for children in the early stages of life and considerations on using it are guided by the age of the child
Professionals involved in this assessment are therapists concerned with child development.
	Observation and Findings 
The use of these non-standardised assessment tools is employed where the need to distinguish the child's disorder complementing standardised assessments.
Professionals in this assessment include teachers and therapists

	
	Identification of the child's motor skills and response in their environment is a necessary assessment for children with ASD to determine treatment.
	Ages and stages Questionnaires(ASQ)Used to identify the child development with regards to motor skills posed to the parents /caregivers
The consideration for the use of this tool is the age of the child. This can be administered by teachers and therapists
	Functional and developmental Checklists
This requirement is made by the therapists to complete the standardised tests where they seem fit.

	Symbol Use
	This refers to an ASD developmental characteristic that employs the use of symbols to communicate both verbally and non verbally. The assessment checks on the child's ability to employ this use of symbols.

	Comfort assessment tool
The use of these tools is posed by the assessment required to observe the individual ability to communicate and be understood using pictures, drawings among other symbols.
A therapist is involved in this form of assessment. However, Parents and caregivers can be engaged through learning sessions to take part in the assessment.
	Observation
Necessitated by the need to communicate effectively with the child and ensure they feel comfortable expressing themselves.
Teachers, therapists and parents are engaged in this assessment.

	
	This enables identification. of the child stability to express themselves based on their Visual capabilities 

	Quick Neurological Screening Test(QNST)
The use of this assessment focused on preschool children. identify their levels of exposure to the use of visual aids to express themselves.
This is used by therapists to identify the child's disorder
	Functional scheme assessment 
This is used to identify the child's disorder to provisions a learning plan that can better equip them with appropriate symbols use.
The teachers and therapists are involved in this assessment

	Communicative Intent
	This is an assessment of the child's ability to understand non-verbal signals and be receptive to the communication 





	Vineland Adaptive Behaviour Scale(VABS)
Applied to assess the child's intellectual capacity at the developmental stages 
This assessment is conducted by a therapist and psychologist.
	Child guided assessments 
This is used to assess what the child learns and guide them on how to communicate appropriately. This is employed by parents, teachers and therapists.

	
	This is focused on the child in the pre-school years to identify the extent of their development with regards to communications skills and to seek intervention






	Assessment of Life Habits(ALH)
This is used for children from the age of 5 years to identify trends in their communication capabilities and develop a learning plan.
Therapists and teachers are involved
	Parents reports and questionnaire
The use of this first-hand information from the caregivers is essential in understanding the child. Teachers and Therapists are engaged in this assessment.

	Expressive Language
	
This is the child's ability to verbally communicate and express themselves
	Assessment of Life Habits(ALH)
This is employed with the age going children to identify their expressive capabilities based on language development
Therapists and teachers are involved
	Parents reports and teachers findings
This is employed as a collaborative effort to identify the child's capabilities in the home and school set up with regards to their ability to communicate expressively.
This assessment involves therapists, teachers and parents.


	
	This identifies the ability of the child to express themselves in a manner that is both understandable and appropriate.

	School Function Assessment(SFA)
This applies to the school set up to understand the child's capabilities with regards to the environment and the interaction in this setting with regards to communication
This is conducted by therapists, teachers and parents.
	Age assessment comprehension, repetition
This is engaged as a dual effort to understand the extent of the child's ability and initiate the learning plan
Teachers and parents are involved.

	Receptive Language
	This is defined by the child's ability to understand spoken language and communicate appropriately

	Early Start Denver Model Curriculum Checklist for young children with ASD(ESDMCC)
This is engaged in identifying the child's ability to comprehend communication and be able to give a response
Therapists and Teachers are involved
	Wechsler individual assessment test
This is engaged where there is a need to know the level. of the child's ability with regards to receptive language
Parents and teachers are involved.


	
	This enables identifying the child's disorder and offer a means through which treatment and improvement can be achieved. This involves syntax, morphology and semantics.

	Verbal Behavioral Milestone Assessment(VBMA)
This is employed to check the child's response as a measure of their understanding
Therapists, teachers and parents are involved.
	TALC
This is employed to identify the level. of the child's ability to understand abstract language
The parent and teachers are involved d

	Pragmatic Language
	
This is the child's ability to communicate effectively affected by the environment. This is communication with parents, teachers and with other children.
	Vineland Adaptive Behaviour Scale(VABS)
This is conducted with the view of identifying the child's communication abilities on daily basis under different circumstances.
	Observation
This is employed by the caregiver who can identify the child ability to comprehend and respond effectively at the primary level
This involves the parents and teachers 

	
	
This is a means of seeking understanding on the approaches that could aid develop the child's ability to understand and communicate.
	Comprehensive assessment of spoken language
This employs checking the levels of the child's capability including the IQ to define their disorder and the right approach for treatment or learning therapist is involved
	Teachers findings and Parents reports
This comes as a secondary assessment in identifying the child ability to communicate through comprehension.
The therapist, teachers and parents are involved.

	Social Skills
	
This us the child's relationship with other entities in their entirety and their responsive capabilities in those settings
	Early Start Denver Model Curriculum Checklist for young children with ASD(ESDMCC
With regards to social interactions, this assessment identifies the child's ability to associate with others and communicate.
Therapist A, teachers and parents are involved.
	Behavioural observation
The interaction with other people depicts the capabilities of the child to socialise and enables planning in the appropriate treatment for the child.
This involves the parent and the teacher

	
	
This looks at the child's ability to interact with others effectively and appropriately and be able to sustain such interaction
	Assessment of Life Habits
This is an intervention based on the child's interpersonal relationships and the ability they have to communicate and maintain this relationship
Therapists, teachers and parents are involved.
	Teachers findings
The common interaction of the child is in the school setting the at age of 5 and above. The communicative relation with other children bases this assessment
Teachers and therapists are involved.


Part 2: Assessment Essay
Communication Intent Assessment for Children with ASD
Introduction
Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a developmental .disability that affects social and behavioural capabilities. Individuals with this disorder can be highly gifted or challenged and the efforts placed on their development vary depending on these characteristics. Presently no known cure has been devised for ASD. However, early intervention can allow room for treatment that can help the child's development. This paper takes a look at an assessment component of intentional communication to discuss its application and the tools used in the identification of the disorder.
         Intentional communication assessment
Intentional communication assessment involves observations of the child receptive and response to signals and the extent of understanding. Assessment for ASD can be both formal and informal depending on the developmental stage and capabilities of the child. The tools for assent are classified as standardized and non-standardized. Standardized tools are formal and are data that has been substantiated and been found to be effective in the identification of ASD. Non-standardized tools are informal and are involved that day to day interactions with the child devoid of any data or study tests relating to the identification of ASD (IvyPanda, 2019). The use of Standardized assessment tools apply with professionals and are used to make a diagnosis on the child. Nonstandard assessments tools are used by the caregivers and teachers who have direct interactions with the child.
Standardized assessment tools consist of data proven tests from many children. These tools purpose to show the child’s capabilities in comparison to other children. This enables the creation of therapy plans and selection of the best ways to help develop the child's developmental capabilities such as special schools(IvyPanda, 2019). They as give a score that helps determine the effort level required. Non-standardized assessment tools as aforementioned are informal thus no comparison to data of precedence. 
The purpose is to conduct observations on the child's capabilities. Here the therapist engages the child seeking specific deductions (IvyPanda, 2019). This interaction is flexible and allows the therapist or the teacher to go beyond the gridlocks in standardized assessment and grasp a better understanding of the child's disability. Intentional communication assessment employs the use of both standardized and non-standardized assessment tools(Shulman et al,2002). With these tools in place, identification of the disability is enabled as the therapist can approach the child’s disability and assesses it using data mad observation and give the right diagnosis and treatment process to engage.
Communication intent assessment uses the Vineyard Adaptive Behavior Scale (VABS) as the standard assessment tool and teacher’s findings and observation as the non-standardized assessment tools (Martinez, 2016). These assessment findings can be applied to create an intervention plan for the child's disability. This assessment gives scores and highlights the deficiency in the child's developmental capabilities. From these findings, the therapist can pinpoint the level of the disorder and provision for the rightful mode to approach such as the treatment (Otero et al, 2017).With these assessment tools understanding the child’s disorder is enabled at an early stage and efforts to aid the child can be initiated at a young age and enable ease in coping with intentional communication.
 Strategies to develop social skills and language
As stated ASD has no cure presently, however, some strategies can help the child develop social skills and language at the early stages after diagnosis. Positive reinforcement peaks as a strategy through which language can be developed. This employs the child's observational abilities and the caregiver’s intervention. The child can grasp behaviours and their appropriateness to particular situations (Luxai, 2021).The use of visual aids and conversations on different instances and situations and the rightful response to such. This enables the child to relate through observations. Finally is getting a good environment for success and providing support to the child (Family guide, 2020).
  Conclusion
Children with ASD have many deprivations about normal childhood development. However, with current research, findings and professionals there are ways in which the child can be assisted to develop. As discussed Communication intent and other disabilities can be identified and treatment initiated such that the child can progressively develop and communicate effectively with others.
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